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Contractors in the State of Idaho are required by law (title 54, Chapter 52) to Register their business with the
Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL). When done, they will receive an RCE (Registered
Contracting Entity) or RCT (Registered Contractor Trade) number from the Contractors Board.

THIS IS NOT A LICENSE! Idaho does not have licensing for Contractors. However, Plumbers, Electricians, and
HVAC professionals DO Have licenses that are supervised and issued by other individual Boards within DOPL.
Therefore, Drywallers, Painters, Insulators, Roofers, Concrete and Excavation, Landscapers, Window and
Door installers, Framers, Remodelers, Home Builders, Floor covering and Tile installers, Cabinetry and all of
the other “trades” may be Registered, but they are not Licensed. If your Contractor says that they are li-
censed, they are either ignorant as to what they actually are, or are purposefully being fraudulent. Contrac-
tors are also required by law to post their Registration number “prominently” on all forms of solicitation for
business. This includes business cards, vehicle graphics, quotes, proposals, invoices, yard signs, flyers, door
hangers, direct mail and other forms of advertising or promotion.

So before you hire a contractor for any job:
1. Ifit has not been presented to you, ASK FOR THEIR IDAHO CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER.

2. Insist that the Contractor’s insurance company MAIL DIRECT TO YOU a copy of their General Liability In-
surance Certificate and if they have employees, a copy of their Workers Compensation Insurance Certifi-
cate before any work begins. Do not accept a photo copy from the Contractor.

3. VERIFY. Go to DOPL.idaho.gov. Select the “Search For A License*” button.

At the menu, “select Search an Individual License*”.

In the box for which Board, scroll down and select Contractors Board.

In the box for “License*” enter the Registration number. With this the Contractor should come up
and also any other names they may be doing business under, when their Registration expires, their current
status, and if any disciplinary actions are taking place on this Contractor. Do this and you have at least
checked out this Contractor to see if he is compliant with State law.

And if you have any questions or want my opinion, contact me at joe@joeprin.com or 208-573-1082

* DOPL needs to fix this on their website to include or change to the word Registration. Yes, I’ve told them.



