


  



   Here is a recent project 
for a Customer.  He had 
originally on the side of his 
house the traditional cedar picket 
fence with 1x4 dog ear pickets 
and a 2x4 gate frame that you 
could no longer pass through 
because of rot and material 
failures.   
 This gate was constructed 
out of 1x6 cedar pickets and the 
1x4 trim is on both sides.  It is 
glued on with Gorilla Glue as 
well as plated screws on both 
sides.  Therefore the thickness is 
2 1/4” thick.  What can’t be seen 
here are the 2- 4” flat face plate 

hinges as they are on the other side of the gate, surface mounted and made of black powder coated steel.  
 All four of the cedar posts are set 2’ below grade in a bed of gravel and then back filled with concrete 
domed above the surface.  The two wing panels are built the same as the gate and were cut to fit on site.   
 The rack above the gate serves two purposes.  One, it is decorative and will eventually support a grape 
vine the will pass over the top and the rack will give something to tie the vine off to.  Primarily however, the 
rack acts as a spanner to hold the two posts apart the proper distance and will keep the gate from sagging.   
 This is a very solid section and although the photo is a bit distorted (phone camera), the proportions of 
the gate, it’s height and width fit the house very well.   
 The panels, gate, and rack were all shop built and taken to the site for final assembly.  Total on site 
time was only 4 hours including digging the post holes. Because of being able to anchor to the house, the other 
fence, and the spanner rack, the concrete and complete installation was done all at once.   
 Now this customer has a beautiful entry to his gardens in the back of the house.  As guests arrive to 
view the gardens they are entered in through a strong and well functioning gateway rather than an apology.  
Plans for the future include some solar lighting on both sides as well as an “antique” stain treatment to visually 
accelerate the aging of the cedar.  


 





 


 

 While at a home doing an estimate, I had to 
PAWS and take notice of this very innovative dog 
feeder.  The homeowner was frustrated with kids 
and others kicking over the pets water and food 
and while remodeling the kitchen, came up with 
this cabinet drawer to solve the problem. 
 The drawer was modified for clearance of 
another issue as you can see, and is a deeper than 
normal drawer.  The “filler panel” with the holes 
cut in it is removable for cleaning and future 
modification if the bowls change.   
 When guests arrive and the food and water 
needs to get out of the way, you simply close the 
drawer.  This also works well for this particular 
dog which has a dietary restriction of how much 
and when she eats so out of sight out of mind.   
 I suppose this could be retrofitted into any 
cabinet drawer that when open is at a proper 
feeding height for your pets.   
 This dog has adapted well to the food 
drawer and looks forward to the upper cabinet 
being opened and dinner being DISHED out.  OK, 
enough Dog puns.   
 I had to wonder though if the next 
evolution in training is for the dog to push the 
drawer shut when she is done eating.  Why should 
I expect this to be possible when I can’t seem to 
train my own kids to pick up the table after a meal! 

 
 Someone obviously thought that if they 
couldn't get the sink to fit right a little “Carpenter 
In A Tube” would take care of the problem.  From 
the looks of this, I’d say about 3 tubes of silicone 
was used to fill this 1” gap.   

 And this deterioration of a residential 
faucet on a bathroom sink is from bad metal.  The 
base material of this faucet reacted with the water 
minerals and is just disintegrating.  Sharp and 
dangerous, this faucet should be replaced 
immediately.   







On behalf of the winners, The HomeFix Show and 
myself, I would like to officially thank 
Channellock Tools,  Ryan DeArment, Carrie 
Dufford at SBC Advertising, and all those who 
participated in the radio show contest.   It was 
great to have such massive corporate support for 
this promotion.  We all need to remember that the 
next time we buy tools!  Buy Channellock that is 
“Fiercely Made in Meadville Pennsylvania!”  
Thanks again to all!~  Joe.   

This  unfortunate ceiling is the result of a roof 
leak.  Think icebergs.  There is wet insulation 
behind this so sheetrock will need to be cut out, 
wood checked for mold, insulation removed and 
the areas allowed to dry.  Then, the area will need 
to be  re-sheetrocked and the seams taped and 
textures blended in.  On this particular ceiling, 
there is not a good place to stop painting so the 
entire ceiling will need to be painted.  Total cost 
on this repair will be $1400!  All because of a few 
bad shingles.   





 

 Looks like some over-achieving birds decided to use the dormant fireplace/stove cap in the off season 
as a nesting grounds for the newest brood.  The sign at Leisure Time on Fairview in Boise below the photo 
says “Schedule your chimney cleaning BEFORE you light the first fire!”  Good advice.  One spark here and 
this could have gotten real interesting, real fast! 
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KBOI Kids Fair  (14th Annual) happened 
February 25th at Expo Idaho.  I don’t know for 
sure how may thousands of people were there, but 
it was a quite impressive turn out.  The place was 
packed from the opening at 10 AM right through 6 
PM for this one day event.  The weather helped as 
it was dark, cold, and windy out, perfect 
conditions for parents to look for something 
indoors for the family to do.  Over 100 Exhibitors 
had booths at Kids Fair all with something for the 
kid’s to participate in.  Our thanks to Stor-Mor 
sheds for building a great playhouse to give away!  
Beautiful work guys! 
 
The Playhouse was a real hit as it gave parents a 
bit of a break while waiting in line for Face 
Painting, another big hit!   
 
The HomeFix Show broadcasted live before the 
event opened, and many listeners stopped by to 
say hello throughout the day.   





By Joe Prin 



Yard Sales-   I enjoy having them at my 
house, and I enjoy stopping at others. What a great 
opportunity to get rid of junk, and make other peoples 
junk yours.  I always thought there should be some 
“Rules of Yard Sales” to make things better.    

Sellers:  Price all items.  Everything!  Most 
people will not ask, they will just pass it up if it is not 
marked.  Masking tape and a Sharpie are wonderful 
things. 

Invest time and effort making or setting up 
tables.  Get it off the driveway and up where it can be 
seen.  Take stuff out of boxes and bags. 

Merchandise your sale.  Put like items together 
in sections like stores do. 

Make your sale look good from the street.  
Step out and look back at what you are offering.  If it 
looks like a trash pile, no one will stop.   

Put up directional signs so people can find 
your sale.  Big, bold writing, and not much of it. You 
should be able to read the sign at road speed.  If the 
sign is up, the sale is open.  No need for hours and 
items.  Be sure to take down all signs when you close.  

Clean and dust your items.  Fresh from the 
shed is not appealing to anyone.  Wash all clothes and 
linens.   

If your sale opens at 8 AM, be ready to go at 7 
AM.  Be glad for the early birds, they spend lots of 
money. The first two or three hours are usually the 
best. 

Expect people to want to make deals.  Be 
reasonable, listen to offers.  Do you really want to 
pack it up at the end of the day?  Price accordingly. 

Don’t eat  in front of buyers.  Yes, it’s your 
house, but you have guests.  

Keep your pets inside or in the back yard so no 
one looses a finger. 

Now for you Buyers, you should have a few 
Rules too. 

Sellers are glad you are there.  Be friendly 
back to them.  Ask if you can touch, open or move 
around questionable items just in case.   

Don’t show up early at 7 AM for the 8 AM 
sale and make them break a $20 bill for a fifty cent  

item.  If you thought this much about 
getting up early and making a map of your 
route for today, pack some quarters.  Also, 
don’t come to the house the day before with 
your excuse about having to go out of town.  
Neither of us believes it, and it makes you kind 
of creepy. 

Don’t smoke while walking around 
people’s homes and yard sales.  

Keep track of your kids.  Leave the dog 
in the car.  People don’t think they are as cute 
as you do and you put others in danger. 

Make offers if you want an item.  Start 
a conversation.  You might be surprised what 
people will accept for things as the day goes 
on. Do not be embarrassed to offer less than 
what is marked.  It is part of the game!  

If you ask for it to be held for pick up 
later, leave your phone number, get their phone 
number, and set a time and follow through.  
Pay for the item in advance.  

No checks.  Bring cash.  There are a lot 
of ATMs in Idaho. 

Now,  Let Yard Sale Season begin, I 
need to clean out my garage!   

Have an interesting Yard Sale Story?  
Let Joe Know for an upcoming radio 
show!  Send your story to 
joe@joeprin.com.   



This is  my Child #3’s bedroom currently under remodeling.  The 
closets were all messed up between the two rooms that shared a wall 
so I filled in an opening making the back wall, and bumped out into 
the room a space for a 66” closet.  I wanted something that could be 
changed around as needs changed, so the Closet Hero option was the 
way to go.  30 Minutes?  Yup.  Start to finish.  All you need is a 
level, tape measure, stud finder, cordless drill, a #2 screwdriver and 
the parts and pieces from The Closet Hero (375-HERO)  
Closethero.biz.  What you see here cost $259. 

Step One is to attach the mounting rail to the back wall at 76 
1/2” off the floor.  The metal track is screwed direct into the 
studs.   

Step Two is to snap on 
the track cover and hang 
the vertical panels off 
the track.  There are  
adjustable brackets that 
you will adjust after the 
system is put together.  
For no, just hang them 
and let them dangle.   

Step Three is to start to put in the fixed 
shelves.  I started at the  Right side top, then 
the mid shelf and then the right side cubby 
panel.  Again then the top, mid, then bottom 
fixed shelf in this case.  Last, the left vertical 
went in and it’s fixed shelves.  The shelves 
lock into place with a half turn cam lock 
fastener and can be taken apart just as easily as 
they are put together.  With all these in place 
the hanging brackets are adjusted and tightened 
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Step Four is to push in the closet rod brackets into the predrilled 
holes.  No tools needed, and then the heavy duty rods are slipped 
into the brackets.  Nothing to this, and done in seconds!. 

As a final step, the adjustable 
cubby shelves are installed.  
Here you simply press in the 
metal tabs into the holes where 
you want the shelves.  Closet 
Hero makes recess cuts in the 
shelves where they rest on the 
tabs so when you pull your 
clothes forward, the shelves do 
not come with them.  Also 
offered but not shown are 
baskets and drawers on slides 
that can be inserted into the 
cubby rack.  We may be adding 
a couple baskets in the future. 
 
This is a very easy project to do.  
Just call Closet Hero or go 
online and get them your left to 
right measurements.  The 
website has all kinds of options 
and basic pricing to give you an 
idea of what your closet will 
cost.  After ordering, the parts 
are ready for pick up in a couple 
days.  They can also install the 
systems for you if you would 
like.! 


 



  








 

I know, nothing to do with our houses, except that if you had an 
east facing window just before Christmas last year, you might 
have seen this amazing sight at about 7:45 AM.  This was shot off 
Eagle Road by the river, looking east.  Glad I had my camera! 


